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MARK J. SALADINO

County Counsel January 8, 2015

TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prepar ion

FROM: PATRICK A. WU
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Josueh Ober v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 10-10032

TELEPHONE

(213)974-1861

FACSIMILE

(213) 229-9924

TDD

(213)633-0901

E-MAIL

pwu@counsel.lacounty.gov

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made

available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and

the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.

PAW:cs
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Joseph Ober v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United States
District Court Case No. CV 10-10032, in the amount of $400,000 and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this settlement from the
Sheriff s Department's budget.

This lawsuit concerns allegations of excessive force by Sheriffs Deputies after
Plaintiff s arrest, denial of medical treatment and religious discrimination.

HOA.1120391.1



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

. ►~

CASE NUMBER

•i-

COUNTY DEPARTMENTS

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

HOA.1073674.1

Joseph Ober v. County of
Los Angeles, et al.

CV10-10032 DMG (SHx)

United States District Court

Complaint filed: 12/29/2010

Sheriff s Department

$ 400,000

Law Offices of John Burton

Edwin A. Lewis

This is a recommendation to settle
-for $400,000 the lawsuit filed by
Plaintiff Joseph Ober, alleging that
after his arrest- for annoying and
molesting a minor, he was
attacked and beaten by
Los Angeles County Deputies at
the Inmate Reception Center
without any justification. Mr. Ober
further claims that he was denied
medical treatment and that his
request for Kosher food was met
with the casfiing of religious
aspersions by Sheriff s personnel.
The Sheriff's Department denies
the allegations.



Due to the risks and uncertainties
of litigation, a full and final
settlement of the case in the
amount of $400,000 is
recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 210,953

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 26,433

HOA.1073674.1



Case Name: Joseph Ober v. Countv of Los Angeles et al. 
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The intent of this form is to assist departments in writing a corrective action plan summary for attachment

to the settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles

Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the cfaimsJlawsuits' identified root causes

and corrective actions (status, time frame, and .responsible party}. This summary does not replace the

Corrective AcCion Plan form. If there is a question related to confidentiality, please consult

County Counsel

Date of incidenUev~nt;
Wednesday, April 74, 2010; approximately 2:24 p.m.

Briefly provide a description
of the incidentJevent: j Joseph Ober v. County of Los Angefes, et al.

Summary Corrective Action Plan No. 2014-034

Qn Wednesday, Aprif 14, 2Q10, at approximately 2:20 p.m., the plaintiff

was being processed into the Los Angeles County {nmate Reception

Center. During the initial identification process, the plaintiff became

argumentative. and uncooperative. A Las Angeles Gounty deputy sheriff

spoke to the plaintiff and appeared to restore the plaintiff's cooperation.

The plaintiff asked the deputy sheriff for assistance in rising from the

floor. As the deputy sheriff placed his hands on the plaintiffs Left aim to

assist him, the plaintiff initiated a violent confrontation with the depu#y

sheriff. As a result, members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's

Department were campetled to use physical farce to defend themselves

and overcome the resistance offered by the plaintiff.

After the violent struggle between the plaintiff and the members of the

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, the plaintsff was subsequently

restrained and ultimately placed in handcuffs.

1. Briefly describe the root cause s~ of the claimllawsuit:

The root cause in this incident is the plaintiff's allegation that he was subjected to unreason
able

physical farce by members of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action, due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department had relevant policies and procedureslprotocol
s in effect

at the time of the incident.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff's Departments training curriculum addresses the c
ircumskances which

occurred in the incident.

This incident was thoroughly investigated by representatives from the l.os A
ngeles County Sheriff's

QepartmenYs Inmate Reception Center. `their review found that the force used by 
the members of the

Los A_ r►~efe5 County Sheriffs Department was objectival reasonable and within Department
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Cpunty flf Los Angeles
Summary Correcfiive Action PEan

standards. No employee misconduct is suspected, and no systemic issues were identified.
Consequently, na personnel-related administrative action was taken, and no other corrective action
measures are recommended nor contemplated.

3. Are the corrective act~c~ns addressing department-wide system issues?

D Yes —The corrective actions address department-wide systettl issues.

i~! Na ~- The barrective actions are only appEicable to the affected parties.

Las Angeles County sherifPs,Degartment,
NSttte: {Risk Management Goordinatcr)

Scott E. Johnson, Captain
Risk NEanagement Bureau

Signature: ~ i Date:

r l

J

fV~me: (Department Head}
f. 1

' EarE M. Shields, Chief
Professional Standards Division

Signature: I7aie:

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~~` f
..~

C£~ief Executive~QfFice~Risk M~riag~,me~nt~nsp~ctor~~neraE:~USE t~~fLY _ ...
i
'Are the corrective act~ci+~s applioabte ta~ti#herdc~p~rt~ents within tii~:~caunty?

L7 Yes, tine ~orr~c#ive aeons potentt~if~ have..Count~-wide applica~s(Ii~r.

Na, tt~e correc~'ive aCtiaris ~Fe~ api~licabfi arty is #leis de~artriient

I
f~) e: (R~k Management lnapectar Genevan

~ ~S ~~~

Signature: ` ~ Date:

[.~~ 1~ I

~~~~~~ ~~ I Zbl~
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